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Grace Fill, a Threshold member, approached Rainbow Hospice and Palliative Care in Mt.
Prospect, lllinois, in 2009 with a request to start a singing group for hospice patients. The idea
was welcomed, and in January 2010 Rainbow Threshold Singers was born in the northern
suburbs of Chicago. The group began as a small, informal ensemble of volunteers committed to
bringing simple, comforting songs to people at the end of life.

Early Practices and Teaching Style
Very few initial members could read music or had experience in traditional choral ensembles.

Grace taught by ear, singing new pieces for the group and using an enormous pad of newsprint
on an easel—affectionately called the Jumbotron—to display lyrics. That practical, inclusive
approach allowed members with varied musical backgrounds to learn quickly and participate
confidently.

Performances and Outreach
From the start the singers brought music directly to patients: at the Ark, the inpatient hospice

unit run by Rainbow Hospice, and occasionally in private homes for hospice recipients. Over the
years the group’s reach expanded to include performances at several care facilities and
memorial services across the northern suburbs. Primary sites have included Resurrection
Hospital in Chicago, Three Crowns Park in Evanston, and Brandel Health and Rehab in
Northbrook. Past appearances also included Norwood Crossing, St. Andrew’s, St. Matthew’s,
and The Mather.

Transition to Shared Leadership
In 2014 Grace resigned to focus on the Threshold Singers of Wheaton, a group she had founded

earlier. She did not appoint a successor, asserting that the existing members already possessed
the leadership qualities needed. In January 2015 the singers formalized that confidence by
creating a set of guiding principles and committing to becoming a “leaderful” Threshold group,
sharing responsibilities rather than centering leadership in one person. Rainbow Threshold

Singers Guiding Principles

Organization and Practices
Rainbow Threshold Singers maintained a remarkably simple organizational structure: they never

paid rent for practice spaces, held no bank account, had no treasurer, and collected no dues.
Rehearsals have been held twice a month—on the first Thursday at Three Crowns Park and the
third Thursday at Ascension Living Resurrection Place in Park Ridge—providing steady rhythm to
the group’s work and community.
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Challenges and Renewal
The Covid epidemic caused attendance to drop sharply. The singers made efforts to stay

connected through Zoom and FaceTime, preserving relationships even when bedside visits were
limited. Since in-person gatherings resumed, the group has concentrated on strengthening its
organization, attracting new members, and broadening its offerings through initiatives such as
song baths. Media interest in the chapter’s work helped raise their profile, including an article
about us, and a few new members joined in the past year.

Legacy and Outlook
Today Rainbow Threshold Singers remain a dedicated circle of caring Threshold singers looking

toward a bright future. Their work continues to honor the original vision that inspired them, and
they acknowledge the lasting legacy of Kate Munger’s initial dream that set these efforts in
motion. The group’s history is one of simple resources, shared leadership, and steadfast
compassion delivered through song.
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