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​Chapter Origin​
​In the early 2000s, as Kate Munger traveled down California’s Central Coast, she carried with her​
​the vision of the Threshold Choir—a network of volunteers dedicated to singing at bedsides. By​
​the time her journey reached Santa Cruz, several chapters were already thriving in Marin, East​
​Bay, San Francisco, and Sonoma. Santa Cruz became the sixth chapter, and Kate remarked that​
​she felt she could be creative with this new group.​

​The First Meeting​
​The Santa Cruz Threshold Singers began in November 2002, when Kerry Beth Hosley attended​
​the very first gathering on the west side of town. She recalled the moment she learned the​
​choir’s purpose: singing at the bedsides of those who were dying. The idea struck her as​
​profoundly natural, sparking a lifelong commitment that has now spanned more than two​
​decades.​

​Early Gatherings and Practice Spaces​
​Initially, the choir met in living rooms, redwood groves, and beaches across Santa Cruz County.​
​In spring 2003, Kate secured the acoustically magical Chapel at Dominican Hospital, which​
​became the choir’s primary practice space. In 2005, the chapter recorded​​Tenderly Rain​​,​
​Threshold’s first CD, in that very chapel.​

​Leadership and Growth​
​As Kate retired from her role as traveling director, leadership passed to dedicated members​
​including Amrita Cottrell, Marti Mariette, Kelsey Ramage, and Antonina Hines. Amrita and Marti​
​pioneered bedside training materials, sharing manuals with other choirs and leading workshops​
​across North America. Under their guidance, the Santa Cruz chapter steadily grew, eventually​
​reaching nearly 50 members.​

​Shaping Identity​
​The choir evolved from a group of 20 working-age women into a diverse membership of nearly​
​50 singers. To soften the image of a large choir arriving at a bedside, the group changed its​
​name to the Santa Cruz Threshold Singers. Practices shifted from evenings to daytime sessions,​
​reflecting the changing demographics of the membership.​

​Inclusivity and Creativity​
​About a decade ago, the chapter voted to include men, and today two male members actively​
​participate. Several members are songwriters, including Shira Belford and Marti Mariette,​
​whose original songs enrich the repertoire. Shira also leads efforts to expand the choir’s​
​linguistic reach, introducing songs in Spanish, Hebrew, Tagalog, Yoruban, and other languages.​



​Community and Connection​
​Director Marti Mariette has guided the chapter for 16 years, fostering a sense of family and​
​belonging. In 2012, a Leadership Circle was formed to share administrative and creative​
​responsibilities. Programs such as the Lantern initiative pair seasoned singers with newcomers,​
​while annual retreats and the beloved​​Singing by the​​Sea​​event strengthen bonds among​
​members.​

​Service and Outreach​
​The choir’s service extends beyond bedside singing. For years, they hosted monthly​​Song baths​
​to support caregivers and grieving loved ones. During the pandemic, these gatherings moved​
​online, drawing participants from across the world. Today, the choir averages 18 bedside visits​
​per month and continues to practice regularly in various locations across Santa Cruz County.​

​Enduring Commitment​
​Senior member Kerry Beth Hosley reflects that bedside singing has become one of the most​
​precious parts of her identity. "Now, 23 years later I can't imagine what else could have brought​
​the same richness of music, friendship, and a sense of purpose that comes from actively​
​volunteering in Threshold. I don't know how many lives and deaths we have touched, but I​
​believe that the energy of sharing songs at the end-of life is a blessing that cycles freely in both​
​directions until givers become receivers and back around. And I still feel the tingle." The Santa​
​Cruz Threshold Singers remain a thriving, compassionate community—one that continues to​
​evolve while staying true to its mission of offering comfort through song.​


